by the medical profession." He is referring to cardiac pacing, but the problem with coronary bypass surgery is even more depressing. In terms of quality and duration of life cardiac pacing and bypass surgery must be among the most rewarding of medical procedures, and yet 15 000 patients a year in the United Kingdom are turned away.' The cruel rationing of these procedures weighs heavily on the regional cardiac centres, and every cardiologist must, as I do, have to turn away patients he could and should be helping. One of the ways in which the service is restricted is by the unwillingness of district and regional management teams to appoint additional consultant cardiologists and cardiac surgeons. How tragic that patients should be dying for the want of these doctors while there is an excess of able and well trained senior registrars who cannot get consultant posts. 
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